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AMEND Senate Bill No. 2847* House Bill No. 2523
by inserting the following language as a preamble immediately prior to the enacting clause:

WHEREAS, increasingly available medical technology, improved health care
services, and population growth all contribute to a growing need for services for
individuals with mental retardation and developmental disabilities in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, many individuals who need these services are currently residing in
homes and communities without the supports they need; and

WHEREAS, people should not live in an institution if they can remain in the
community with the right support; and

WHEREAS, the movement of persons with mental retardation and
developmental disabilities in Tennessee into less restrictive environments and off of
waiting lists is a policy the state of Tennessee aspires to achieve; now, therefore,

AND FURTHER AMEND by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting
instead the following:

SECTION 1. There is hereby created a community-based services planning
commission. The commission shall be composed of eighteen (18) members. The
governor shall appoint a representative of the division of mental retardation services, a
representative of the department of finance and administration, and a representative of
the TennCare bureau. Fifteen (15) additional members shall be appointed as follows:
two (2) senators appointed by the speaker of the senate, two (2) members of the house
of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house, nine (9) individuals with the
developmental disabilities or their family members appointed by The Arc of Tennessee,

one (1) representative of mental retardation service providers appointed by the deputy
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commissioner of mental retardation services, and one (1) representative of independent
support coordinators appointed by the deputy commissioner of mental retardation
services.

SECTION 2. Members of the commission who are not employed by the state or
its political subdivisions shall serve without compensation or travel reimbursement.
Members of the general assembly and state employees shall be eligible for
reimbursement for travel expenses in accordance with the provisions of the
comprehensive travel regulations promulgated by the department of finance and
administration and approved by the attorney general and reporter.

SECTION 3. The commission shall be administratively attached to the office of
the commissioner of finance and administration, but for all purposes other than
administrative the commission shall be considered independent. The department of
finance and administration shall provide necessary staff assistance for the commission.
Other state agencies shall assist the commission as deemed appropriate by the
commissioner of finance and administration.

SECTION 4. (a) The duties of the commission are to study and develop a
proposed strategic plan for supporting people with developmental disabilities in less
restrictive settings and moving persons with developmental disabilities on waiting lists
into appropriate community-based services at a reasonable rate.

(b) The commission shall be authorized to perform all other duties necessary and

proper for the performance of its duties.
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SECTION 5. The commission shall draft a strategic plan that addresses the
extent to which there are systems and programs available to provide services to
individuals with developmental disabilities in integrated community-based settings, the
extent to which current supports and services meet the needs of people who are likely to
require assistance in order to live in the community, mechanisms to build capacity in the
system to promote self-determination and provide cost effective community-based
services, funding sources available and funding levels needed to increase the availability
of community-based services, and the operation of waiting lists and a system to move
individuals off waiting lists and receive needed services at a reasonable pace.

SECTION 6. (a) The commission shall submit a strategic plan for the governor's
review by November 1, 2000. The commission may provide continuing
recommendations concerning issues relating to the proposed plan until the commission
terminates.

(b) The commission shall terminate on June 30, 2001.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming law, the public welfare

requiring it.
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